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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-79-67Q

This preliminary notification constitutes summary information of an event

of safety or public interest significance. The information presented is

a summary of information as of 6:00 a.m. on 4/10/79.

Facility: Three Mile Island Unit 2
Middletown, Pennsylvania (DN 50-320)

Subject:  NUCLEAR INCIDENT AT THREE MILE ISLAND
PLANT STATUS

Bulk coolant inlet and outlet temperatures remain at about 280
degrees F. The average core thermocouple temperature is about
295 degrees F, and the highest thermocouple reading (8H) is
about 400 degrees F.

A 24-hour period of additional degasification by reducing primary
pressure to 400 psig in small decrements was completed on April 9.
No significant change in reactor coolant pump vibration occurred
during this period. Noise measurements did indicate some gas in
the coolant at lower pressures, with return into solution over time.
The licensee plans to repeat the degassing operation, cycling down
to approximately 300 psig, and subsequently to hold reactor coolant
system pressure at approximately 1000 psig. A phased cooldown is
under consideration as the next step.

A primary coolant system sample is planned to be taken this morning.
Hydrogen concentration in containment is about 1.7%.

ENVIRONMENTAL STATUS

Offsite radiation levels identified by NRC survey teams range between
.02 - .2 mR/hr. The higher level lasted only a short time and is
believed to be associated with operation of the waste gas compressors.
The results were obtained from routine surveys performed on the east
and west side of the Susquehanna River at distances of up to 4 miles
north and south of the site.
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The following ARMS surveys were conducted during April 9, 1979:

TIME MAXIMUM LOCATION DISTANCE FROM SITE
RADIATION LEVELS

12:38 - 13:08 2 mR/hr sector 235 -270 1 mile

18:05 - 18:45 1 mR/hr sector 120 1 mile

No new data were reported for milk, water, and vegetation samples.

Offsite dose rates as determined by NRC thermoluminescent dosimeters
(TLDs) indicate that present radiation levels are in close agreement
with expected natural background levels.

Dose rates (47 locations) as measured by NRC thermoluminescent dosimeters
have ranged from 0.01 to 0.05 milliroentgens per hour for the past 24-hour
period of April 9.
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